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Dear Friends,
The Woodbridge Park Association adopted the following mission statement
at its annual meeting in May. “To hold and steward lands within the Town
of Woodbridge as parks for passive recreational use and nature preserves
for plants and animals, thereby fostering the preservation of open space for
the benefit of the public.” It summarizes our commitment to the protection
of open space in our town.
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As I write this there is still snow on the ground and over 500,000 people in
Connecticut are still without electricity. Snow in October! This was just the
most recent in a series of historic weather events in 2011. Our park has
survived these storms well. We’ve lost some trees, but even this damage is
a part of the ebb and flow of nature. Park superintendent Mike Walters and
many generous volunteers have worked hard to clear the trails and keep
access to all areas of the park open and safe. The Woodbridge Park
Association teamed up with two local Boy Scout troops after the storm to
work in the park. Sarah Davison will tell us more about that later in this
letter.
Just after the publication of our last newsletter we lost
one of our long time directors and great friends, Bob
Fries. Bob served as a director on the Woodbridge Park
Association since 2001 and donated his time as well as
his expertise in tree removal; a constant need in the park.
He was a devoted and active member of the WPA and we
will miss his sage advice.
One of our emeritus members, Paul Marlowe, also passed
away this year. He served as a Woodbridge Park
Association director from the mid 1980’s until 1995.
Change, while often difficult, can be positive and invigorating. We said
good-bye recently to two long-time WPA directors, Mike Burt and Craig
Percy. Mike has served on the board since 2001 and was our treasurer for
two separate terms. Craig, our intrepid secretary, is relocating for a new
job. We’re sorry to be loosing him on our board as well as in our
community. To fill their large shoes, as well as those of our dearly missed
Win Hubbard, we’ve welcomed three new directors to our board; Barbara
Fabiani, Paul Konwerski, and Cathy Wick.

Barbara, an architect practicing in New Haven, has lived in Woodbridge for
20 years. She’s an avid cyclist and you may see her biking to work! Barbara has been active in
numerous groups in the community including the PTO of Beecher Road School, the Friends of
the Woodbridge Library, and the New Haven Rowing Club.

Paul is known in town as “Paul the Plumber”. He is an outdoor enthusiast and is active with the
Boy Scouts, serving in the past as Scoutmaster for Troop 907. Paul’s father was vice president
of the Woodbridge Park Association from 1996 to 2003.
Cathy comes to us from a family tradition of open space preservation. Her father founded the
land trust in her childhood hometown. Since moving to Woodbridge, she’s been active in the
Garden Club and is a master gardener and garden designer. For those of you involved with the
Massaro Community Farm, you’ll recognize her as a part of the Farm’s Board of Directors.
We welcome all three of our new directors and look forward to working with them on many
upcoming projects.
Hurricane Irene Trail Clean up – by Sarah Davison
Hurricane Irene’s impact was felt far and wide in New England, and many trees fell in the Alice
Newton Street Memorial Park as a result of the storm. A portion of the trails were blocked by
the downed trees, and in one section of the Meadow Trail, a huge ash took several smaller trees
down with it, and the limbs balanced precariously above a highly-trafficked area of the trail.
Another huge ash fell across the Blue Trail near the entrance of the Park, and hikers had to
leave the trail to circumvent the tree and debris.
On October 16, 2011, Boy Scouts
from Troop 63 and Troop 907 in
Woodbridge joined forces to
assist Park Superintendent Mike
Walter and Directors of the
Woodbridge Park Association in
a Hurricane Irene trail clean up.
Twelve Boy Scouts, six Scout
fathers,
local
community
volunteers and members of the
WPA labored for several hours
cutting downed trees, clearing
trails, and removing the archway
of tree limbs which dangled
above a section of the Meadow
Trail.
The
Scouts
earned
community service hours for
their much-appreciated team effort and hard work. Fortunately, we had a picture-perfect fall
day in the woods, and the entire work team appreciated the natural beauty of the Park during
the event. Many thanks to all of the adult volunteers who operated the chain saws and
supervised the Scouts during this wonderful community outreach service.

8th Annual Harvest Hike – by Suzanne Werth
The Woodbridge Park Association sponsors an annual “Harvest Hike” to introduce the Beecher
Road School community to the Alice Newton Street Memorial Park. The Harvest Hike has
become an important community outreach event for the WPA and a welcomed annual event on

the BRS Calendar. The Woodbridge Park Association recognizes the value of bringing our
community together, and we encourage kids and families to spend more time outdoors.
Led by WPA trail guides, the 8th Annual Harvest Hike took place on October 26th. The overcast
skies did not dampen the spirit of the hike, as BRS families and staff enjoyed the scenic walk as
much as ever. This year, the group had to keep a keen eye out for some fun landmarks while
playing a game of ‘I Spy in the Park.’ Laughter and screams of joy were heard when one group
spied the ‘dragon’ in the woods! Some good did result from all the rain this season - the
additional precipitation served to beef up the Wepawaug River and make for spectacular
waterfalls. The hike concluded with apples, cider and snacks, generously sponsored by the
BRS PTO. Thanks to all those who participated!
Website Upgrade – by Leslie Martino
After more than a year of planning, we are pleased to introduce our newly designed web site.
You can still find us at the same web address, www.woodbridgeparks.org, but you’ll find a more
user-friendly approach to finding information about the Alice Newton Street Park, our trails our
land holdings and our activities. We hope this new look and easy-to-navigate layout will make
it easier for you to understand all that
the association offers and will
ultimately result in more involvement
in the association and in the use of our
beautiful, scenic and intriguing trails.
The visuals provided on the site,
whether a trail map or the seasonal
photos, will have you making time in
your busy day to visit the trails! The
site will be maintained regularly by
the association to provide the most
current information about our
activities. Please visit us and let us
know if there is more information you
would find helpful.
In closing I’d like to encourage you all to take some time to enjoy a walk in our parks. They are
beautiful all year round as each season brings out different features of the landscape. Maps of
the trails and more information can be found at www.woodbridgeparks.org. I’d also like to ask
for your support of our continuing work to maintain and preserve these lands for present and
future generations of Woodbridge residents.
Best regards,
Carrie Swigart

President

Woodbridge Park Association

